20

entering competitions, especially as many of the members have belonged to the club for
quite some time. I jumped to the conclusion that the standard of their work would be far
above anything I could hope to achieve. However, after attending several competition
nights, and being a bit competitive by nature, I decided to have a go. To my great surprise
and delight I was awarded scores of 18 and 19 in the second round of PDIs. I’'m now hunt-
ing through my expanding collection of photos to select something suitable for the next
competition, hoping it wasn’t just a case of beginner’s luck!

My love of photography started in my early teens when my father had a small black and
white roll-film bellows camera which got me hooked. Over the years my interest pro-
gressed and we built a darkroom in the loft of our house, where we spent many long and
happy hours developing rolls of black and white film, and enlarging the negatives. Most
times we ended up with one or two decent prints and a bin full of rejects.

Being a bit of a gadget person, (like most men?) I was always buying the latest camera -
when finances would allow. A twin lens reflex camera was bought at one point, which
was then changed to a Zenith SLR. After getting fed up with lugging this around complete
with various add-ons (converter rings, filters, exposure meter, rangefinder, flashgun, and
bulbs etc.) I opted for the latest fashion: a compact camera with built in meter. This
change was prompted after seeing the David Bailey ad on TV for the Olympus Trip - still
available to watch on YouTube. Further down the line I had a Wray (of Bromley) stereo
camera, this being a gift from my parents for my 21% birthday. This led to the purchase of
a stereo projector in kit form. Apart from the lenses and lamp housing it was made from
wood! Of course I also had to purchase the obligatory polarising spectacles. I still have
the camera but have not used it for many years. A half-frame 35mm camera was the next
acquisition, obtained in an effort to save money by getting more images from one roll of
film. The advent of the disc camera then occurred so I had to try one of those, but I was
disappointed with the results.

Then it happened! The great revolution... digital cameras arrived. I was very lucky to
receive a digital camera (1.5 megapixels!) as a present for my 60" birthday, given by fam-
ily and friends. What a joy — I could now find out immediately that I’d taken a lousy
photo! Since then I’ve had a compact camera and then a bridge camera and I have enjoyed
many hours at the computer, trying to make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear
(photographically speaking).

Recently my wife and I celebrated our 45™ wedding anniversary and she asked me what
I'would like for a present. No contest there - I opted for a D-SLR camera. Having decided
on a Panasonic G1, I then trawled the web for the best offer, two days before we were
going abroad on holiday. Curry’s Digital were not offering a discount, Jessops were offer-
ing £30 cashback but only had a display model available. They were willing to reduce the
price accordingly but discovered the battery was missing from it and had no replacement.
The next day my wife suggested trying John Lewis. A quick check on their website indi-
cated they had stock and were offering the cashback deal. Desperate (if not obsessed) with
using the new camera on holiday, a quick dash to Bluewater at 9.30pm that evening; be-
fore travelling at 6am the next morning, I secured my latest camera, and it has more than
lived up to my hopes and expectations.

I’'m now primed and ready for the next competition. Fingers crossed.
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