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Digital Communication 
 

H ello and welcome back from the Summer break, with your memory 
cards and films stuffed with `masterpieces`, which I look forward to 
seeing at the various competition rounds in our new season.  

 For us here in the south, the Summer, usually associated with cloudless 
days and balmy starry nights, has, mostly, ran true to form.   However,  for 
others living elsewhere in Britain, Summer 2007 will be remembered for 
torrential rain and for those living in the proximity of rivers, severe flooding 
of their homes with all it’s attendant miseries, . Some of those areas are 
holiday locations, so holiday bookings would have been cancelled causing 
even more hardship.  It may be that some members were affected by these 
recent events, if so, then I hope that alternative arrangements, if any, proved 
successful in getting a holiday break and using your cameras.  It’s what 
holidays are for isn't it? 
 Hopefully, all members were informed prior to the start of the season 
about the `Viewfinder` being published electronically.  The decision to 
abandon the paper booklet was taken as part of a cost cutting exercise 
designed to help in reducing our yearly expenditure.  It has been appreciated 
that some members do not own computers, so arrangements have been made 
enabling them to receive booklets.   
 Those of you reading this via the Adobe .pdf reader either on the web 
site or from an e-mail will be familiar with the .pdf format and no further 
explanation is needed.  However, readers of the printed booklet might be 
interested enough to `Dip their toes in the water` and access...Continued on page. 3  
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Continued from page. 1……….our web site via the local library, as it is possible that 
the Adobe reader will be installed on the library computers.  I have not tried 
this, but the wide distribution and adoption of this  public domain file format 
by business and the public sector make it a possibility.  With regard to e-mail 
distribution   - if this is to be adopted - I expect it to suffer from Murphy’s Law 
during implementation, as people change ISPs occasionally.  So, please notify 
Tom Williams of any change of e-mail address. I have endeavoured to 
present the Viewfinder to be viewed in it’s traditional booklet format, complete 
with blue cover pages and I hope you will find it a good read.  
 The quote “There is no such thing as a free lunch”  is very apt when 
applied to our departure from paper publishing.   For it was accomplished at 
the expense of the extra work and time needed to make the multi medium 
distribution work and my thanks go to Steve Jones and Komal Karir for their 
part in helping to achieve this.   
 On a personal note I shall miss reading the `Viewfinder` in it’s booklet 
form, as I much prefer to read the printed page than text on a computer monitor 
screen.  What I will not miss, is the apprehension experienced when collecting 
the finished booklets from the printer and the relief when a hurried read 
through revealed that all was well and there were no errors or omissions in the 
copy.  There have been occasions (Mercifully few) in the past when the 
converse was true and the anguished cries from your Editor, such as,        
“Bless me!!” or words to that effect and “How on earth did I miss that?”, being 
closely followed by “How do I put this right” would be heard issuing from the 
computer room. 
 To assist members that keep old Viewfinder copies, I would suggest that 
the downloaded .pdf files be kept on CD/R (See page. 6 for disks suitable for 
archiving) in multi session format, (Not CD/RW) as not all optical CD Rom 
drives are capable of resolving the data on a re-writable disk compiled on 
another drive.  In anticipation of  possible views being expressed to the 
contrary of the foregoing statement, this is the situation at present - as I 
understand it.  I appreciate the fact that some of you have experienced no 
problems at all in this respect.  However, I do know for certain that at least one 
member has experienced disappointment at not having his PDIs displayed.    
 My thanks go to Programme Secretary John Bartlett ARPS for arranging 
another excellent season programme, which, I feel sure, will provide a great 
deal of enjoyment over the forthcoming 2007-2008 season.    
 Finally, may I wish you all good luck in the forthcoming competitions 
rounds and may the `Force be with you` when the visiting judges consider your 
`Masterpieces` for marking. 
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We extend a warm welcome to: 
 

David Warren 
 

Details with held for security reasons 
 
 

South London Federation Audio-Visual Competition 
 
The SLF Audio-Visual Competition for digitally projected sequences will 
take place on Saturday 26th January 2008 at All Saints Church Hall, Onslow 
Gardens, Sanderstead, Surrey CR2 9AB.   Doors open at 4pm for a 4.30pm 
start and the event will end at about 9.30 pm. 
  
Entries are invited from individual club members and, in addition, each club 
in the Federation is invited to submit one entry that has been produced col-
lectively by 3 or more members of the club.   All sequences will be digitally 
projected, whether from individual club members or the joint club entry, 
must be on the Windows platform and be a self-running .EXE Programme 
requiring no additional software to enable it to run.   The sequences must be 
on a CD or DVD containing only one sequence and be marked indeli-
bly.   The entry fee is £5 per entrant including admission to the event 
  

The titles of any sequences that you wish to submit together with fees 
must be handed to me no later than Saturday 20th October 2007 and 
then the CDs or DVDs must be in my possession by no later than Thurs-
day 15th November 2007 
  

Details of the competition and the rules are attached to this e-mail and fur-
ther details can be obtained from the FSLPS website:                  

http://www.fslps.org.uk/Competitions/CompsAV2008.htm  
  
Members and friends are also invited to attend as members of the audi-
ence.   Admission will be by ticket at £5.00 each (including a copy of the 
programme and refreshments).   A programme will be issued on the day, on 
presentation of your ticket at the door.   If you wish to attend please let me 
have your name and money by the end of December so that I can order the 
tickets. 
    PDI Competition Secretary ��	���
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�

������
  

4 5 

Appointed Club Officers 
 

President:    Vacant 
Chairman:    Alan Emery 
Vice President:   Vacant 
Immediate Past President: Alan Emery 
Archivist:    Alan Emery Asst. Margaret McNicoll 
Programme Secretary:  John Bartlett ARPS 
Treasurer:    Steve Jones ARPS 
General Secretary:  Betty Deshmukh 
Membership Secretary:  Tom Williams 
Prints Secretary:   Mike Gleave ARPS DPAGB 
Slides Secretary:   Betty Deshmukh 
PDI Secretary:   Geoff Lewis, Komal Karir 
PDI Projectionist:  Geoff Lewis, Komal Karir 
Slides Projectionist:  Vacant 
Sound:    Peter Smith 
Publicity:    Komal Karir 
Editor `Viewfinder`  Peter Smith 
Outings Secretary:  Pauline Shockley 
Webmaster:   Komal Karir 
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Reprinted from April 2006 issue: 
 

The Crown Jewels 
 

 

��� �� ���ot those in the Tower of London, I refer to something just as precious to 
you, your digital images, their backup (You DO back-up don’t you?) 

and the longevity of their data on disk.  
 There is an excellent article in the 23 - 29 March edition of the  'micro 
mart'  entitled  “Are my disks dying a slow death?” dealing with the 
importance of using disks with the correct dyes on the recording side.  
Together with a wealth of advice on handling and storing disks. (Probably 
unobtainable now Ed.)  
 

Briefly and historically the types of dyes are in the following order: 
 

Cyanine Dye Taiyo Yuden patented these formulations very early on usually 
Green or Light Blue in colour.  Reckoned to be chemically unstable.  Suffers 
from 'fade'  data fades after a few years.  Some manufactures may now add 
extra chemicals to stabilise. 
 

Azo Dye Usually deep Blue in colour and more stable.  Should last a good 
few years (Decades) 
 

Phthalocyanine Usually Silver/Gold or a very light Green in colour 
(Lifetime in hundreds of years).  Used by many big companies.  Patents in 
this case belong to Mitsui and Ciba Specialty Chemicals.  So five or ten years 
sitting in the archives prior to a re-burn should be OK.   All Fuji Film disks 
are created using Phthalocyanine dye.  
 
Beware!!! some manufacturers are not adverse to adding a bit of colouring to 
their wares to simulate Phthalocyanine. Don’t rely on colour alone. Stick to  
branded disks and do not expect to find the genuine article in bargain bins 
and bulk offers.  It’s worth spending a bit extra to keep the data safe.   
 
Remember!! You only get what you pay for.  
� � � � � � � � � ����
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Copy  for the next edition of the Viewfinder to reach the Editor 
 

By the  30th October 2007 
 

To 
psmith1@bulldoghome.com�

Members Advertisements 
 

Pauline Shockley    THE FLOWER STUDIO 
   

Flowers for all occasions 

The Tea Break 
 

 

Don’t forget to put your name on the Tea Rota 
 
 

 

Yes, time to bang on again about the Tea Rota and why it’s 
important to ensure that there are no blank spaces on the rota.   
 Apart from the social aspect and keeping visiting judges oiled 
up, there is, quite often, members of other clubs on inter-club 
competition evenings attending.  So, it can be very embarrassing at 
times for the evening’s Host to have to call for volunteer tea makers 
and - as has happened at times - getting no response!  The club is 
fortunate in having among it’s membership, a band of willing workers, 
but it is unfair to rely on them to continue to step up to the breach 
whenever there is a job to be done.  They too enjoy a full evening’s 
lecture! 
         ��������	
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I have been editing our little journal for some time now, and 
disappointingly, this is for the first time, only an eight page 
publication.  Apart from announcements, copy has been virtually non 
existent and the rest of the content has been supplied by your truly.  
So, come on you lot, surely there must be something you have 
experienced over the holiday period, that would be of interest to your 
fellow club members.  Ed.  
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Forthcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

                            
 
 
 
 
     Club Meetings 

 

Held on Thursday 
Evenings at the 

 

United Reformed 
Church 

 

8 pm - 10 pm 
 

Widmore Road 
 

Bromley 
 

(See opposite) 

  

 4th More Colour Prints               Tom Davie ARPS DPAGB APAGB 
 Hand-in Round: 1 Colour Prints) 
  9th Digital Photography Course Part. 1    Tom Williams 
 “Parts of a digital camera and what they do” 
11th Colour Print Competition Round: 1  Judge: Bryan Kelvie FRPS 
16th Digital Photography Part. 2       Tom Williams 
 “Controls & settings on the camera & how to use them” 
18th Chasing the Light  (Slides)           Peter Symes 
 Hand-in Monochrome Prints Round: 1 
23rd Digital Photography Course Part. 3                           Peter Smith 
 “Getting your digital photographs printed, displayed or mailed” 
25th Monochrome Print Competition Round: 1 
         Judge: Roy Cary  FRPS DPAGB 
30th Digital Photography Course Part. 4  
 “How to take good photographs”      Mike Gleave ARPS DPAGB 

  1st Club Evening TBA (Hand-in Round:2 Slides & PDI images) 

October 2007 

November 2007 

 


